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Finding My Second Hometown in Nagareyama
Ms. Vu Thu Ha, Vietnam

Since moving to Nagareyama, my family has always been
drawn to the sound of the evening chime. No matter
what we are doing, we stop to listen. My two-year-old
daughter especially enjoys humming along with the

melody. Each time | hear the chime, | am reminded of my
hometown, Thai Nguyen, where factory bells rang at set ~ @& LEDDEED ~EH CTESET HRH~
times every day, marking the rhythm of daily life.

Thai Nguyen is a mountainous province in northeastern Vietnam, about an hour’ s drive from the
capital, Hanoi. It is a place blessed with beautiful nature and kind, gentle people.

One of the most symbolic sights of Thai Nguyen is the vast Tan Cuong tea hills. Tan Cuong tea has
a distinctive flavor — slightly bitter at first, but leaving a deep sweetness at the back of the throat.
While Japanese tea culture values quietness and meditation, Vietnamese tea culture is more about
warmth and connection — people enjoy chatting and laughing together over a cup of tea. | also
fondly remember the lively morning markets filled with the sounds of vendors calling out and
customers bargaining — a place of both trade and community.

Now, even though | am far from my hometown, | feel fortunate to have found my “second
hometown” here in Nagareyama. The evening chime connects my past and present, while my
daughter grows up surrounded by kindness and a strong sense of community.

| would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone at NIFA, especially Yasue-san, for their
constant support in helping us settle into our new life in Nagareyama.

B JF T DFRM
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