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NIFA NEWS

oMy Memorable i

The heart is soothed by the Northern Lights and dances in the white night.
Mr. Martin Jiro Hansson, Swedish

Hello. My name is Martin Jiro Hansson. I am half Japanese
and half Swedish. (My mother is Japanese).l was born in
Stockholm and grew up in a town called Uppsala near
Stockholm. Sweden is located in northern Europe.

In Sweden, the summer is always bright, especially in the
north, where the sun never sets (midnight sun). When spring
turns to summer, there is a festival called ‘Midsummer’ .

Summer is a favorite season for Swedes because of warmth and holidays. It is probably the
same feeling as celebrating a good harvest in Japan (Gokokuhoujou).” In ‘Midsummer’ they
gather around a midsummer symbol, jumping around it like frogs and singing ‘Smé& grodorna’
(meaning ‘little frogs’)

Winters, on the other hand, are long and dark, with snow from November to March. In Sweden,
the northern lights are often visible in winter. Northern lights are caused by the relationship
between the sun and the earth’s magnetic field. They are mostly green, but can also be red or
white. The scenery is very beautiful and relaxing. The air is so cold that it hurts to breathe because
the temperature goes down to minus 20 degrees Celsius. Sometimes it can reach down to
minus 40. In winter, people feel psychologically gloomy and many take vitamin D pills.

Even though I am half Japanese, as a child I could not speak any Japanese. This created a
language barrier and made me feel inaccessible to my Japanese grandparents. I am currently living
in Japan for a year on a working holiday visa. I am here because I want to experience my roots,
culture, Japanese language and life in Japan. I signed up for a Japanese language course at NIFA
to study Japanese. The teachers are kind and I learn a lot. Thanks to them, I can now communicate
a little in Japanese. My goal is to improve my Japanese. I will do my best. (Mostly translated with
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